INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT

BETWEEN
SANTA CLARITA VALLEY

SPECIAL EDUCATION LOCAL PLAN AREA

AND

LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH
This agreement is between the SCV Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA) and the Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health (LACDMH).  SELPAs agree to the Interagency Agreement on behalf of their member Local Educational Agency(ies) (LEAs) as defined by the SELPA’s Local Plan and Title 34 Code of Federal Regulations (34 CFR) Section 300.28.  The purpose of this agreement is to establish working procedures between the two agencies to provide appropriate services to individuals with exceptional needs.
Government Code Section 7570 et seq.  (AB 3632) requires counties and their Mental Health Divisions to conduct mental health assessments and to provide necessary mental health-related services, including residential care-based treatment, required by students with disabilities who are identified within the individualized education program, pursuant to Government Code sections 7570, 7572, and 7572.5.

	SELPA
	LACDMH


CONSULTATION

	The SELPA Director or designee shall:

Act as the liaison person with LACDMH and contact person designated for this agreement.

Request LACDMH to provide consultation services to student services and special education staff regarding mental health issues.

Work with LACDMH to identify indirect service needs such as consultation, education, and information, which might be provided by LACDMH.


	The  Children’s Coordinator/designee shall:

Be the liaison person with SELPA and contact person designated for this agreement.

Provide consultation to SELPA student services and special education staff as requested; to the extent resources are available.

Provide indirect services such as consultation, education, and information; to the extent resources are available.


	SELPA
	LACDMH


PRE-REFERRAL INTERVENTION
(Cal. Education Code (EC §  56331)

	Prior to referring a student to LACDMH for services, the SELPA shall follow the procedures set forth in Education Code, section 56320 and conduct an assessment in accordance with Sections 300.530 to 300.536, inclusive, of Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  If an individual with exceptional needs is identified as potentially requiring mental health services, the LEA shall request the participation of the LACDMH in the individualized education program.  SELPA/LEA shall provide any specially-designed instruction required by an individualized education program, including related services such as counseling services, parent counseling and training, psychological services, or social work services in schools, as defined in section 300.34 of Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations.  If the individualized education program of an individual with exceptional needs includes a functional behavioral assessment and behavior intervention plan, in accordance with section 300.530 of Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations, the local educational agency shall provide documentation upon referral to a county mental health agency.
	As appropriate, LACDMH will send a representative to participate in IEP meetings of students identified as potentially requiring mental health services.  This shall in no way place any duty or obligation upon LACDMH which is not otherwise required by law.


	SELPA
	LACDMH


REFERRAL & CRITERIA
(Title 2 California Code of Regulations (2 CCR)  §  60040)

	Shall identify special education students who may need mental health services and, with parental consent, refer them to LACDMH for assessment.

Shall provide referral package within 5 working days of receipt of parental consent and shall include all required documentation as specified in 2 CCR § 60040 and Government Code,  § 7576 (c).
	Shall identify students who may need special education services and refer them to the SELPA/LEA.  Relevant information shall be provided as appropriate in writing.

Shall accept all referrals for mental health in which all required documents pursuant to 2 CCR §60040 and Government Code,   §7576 (c) are present and otherwise pursuant to law.




ASSESSMENT

(2 CCR  §§   60040 and 60045, EC  §§  56320-56331)
(34 CFR 300.300-.311 and 300.530-300.536)
	Shall assess the educational needs of a student referred by LACDMH as one that may need special education services and provide written documentation.

Shall develop and provide a proposed assessment plan within fifteen (15) days of SELPA’s receipt of a referral for assessment.
	Shall assess the mental health needs of a student referred by the SELPA/LEA and provide written recommendations to the SELPA/LEA.

Shall develop and provide a proposed assessment plan within fifteen (15) days of LACDMH’s receipt of a referral for assessment.




OUT-OF-STATE PLACEMENT FEES
(2 CCR §  60200)

	Educational costs associated with out-of-state placements shall be borne by the LEA of residence of parents who bear educational rights.


	In accordance with (2 CCR  §§  60200), LACDMH shall not be responsible for any out-of-state placement fees when Los Angeles County is not the county of origin.


	SELPA
	LACDMH


IEP MEETINGS
(2 CCR  § 60040)

	Upon initial assessment by LACDMH, an IEP meeting for each student referred to LACDMH for assessment, shall be held within 60 days, not counting recesses in excess of five (5) days of receipt of the parental consent for mental  health assessment.

Provision for transportation, if necessary, for an individual with exceptional needs to receive mental health services specified on the IEP, shall be specified on the IEP.

Shall conduct an IEP meeting for students with an existing IEP that includes mental health service within 30 days of receipt of a request from LACDMH, or as otherwise specified in EC Section 56344.

Shall notify LACDMH personnel of the date and location of all IEP team meetings including annual/triennial and six month review IEPs for residentially-placed students for a known mutual client.  When feasible, the notice will be no less than 10 working days.

Shall convene an IEP meeting and notify LACDMH when considering a change in placement for a known mutual client.
	Shall attend IEP meeting and/or provide written input regarding LACDMH assessment data and recommendations.  If appropriate, provision for continuation of mental health services during periods of school vacation shall be specified on the IEP.

Shall ensure that an IEP meeting is requested whenever the mental health component on an IEP needs to be reviewed and/or revised, including goals and objectives of mental health services.  All mental health services set forth in the IEP shall commence as soon as possible and the IEP shall describe the length and duration of mental health services.  Mental health goals should be written and reviewed with parents.
Shall designate a staff member to participate in, or provide written input for, the annual IEP meeting and six month review IEPs for residentially-placed students for a known mutual client.

Shall immediately notify the SELPA when any change in placement is recommended or occurs for a known mutual client.




	SELPA
	LACDMH


INTERAGENCY DISPUTE RESOLUTIONS
(Government Code   §7585)

	The SELPA/LEA shall work to resolve disputes with LACDMH prior to filing a complaint with either the Secretary of Health and Human Services of the Superintendent of Public Instruction.

In the event of an interagency dispute, the following procedures shall be utilized:
Upon identification of a disagreement, the SELPA/LEA will send a letter to the LACDMH Chief of Countywide Children’s Mental Health.

Upon receipt of this letter, the involved parties will meet to resolve the issues within 15 working days.  If the aforementioned steps do not resolve the issue, the SELPA and LACDMH shall jointly refer the issue in writing to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction or Secretary of Department of Health and Welfare for a state review and resolution within 15 calendar days.  Thereafter, either agency, may take the dispute to the Office of Administrative Hearings for resolution.

The parties agree that during the pendency of any interagency dispute appropriate services will continue to be provided.
	LACDMH shall work to resolve disputes with the SELPA/LEA prior to filing a complaint with either the Secretary of Health and Human Services or the Superintendent of Public Instructions.
In the event of an interagency dispute, the following procedures shall be utilized:

Upon identification of a disagreement, the LACDMH Chief of Countywide Children’s Mental Health will send a letter to the SELPA/LEA.

Upon receipt of this letter, the involved parties will meet to resolve the issues within 15 working days.  If the aforementioned steps do not resolve the issue, the SELPA and LACDMH shall jointly refer the issue in writing to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction or Secretary of Department of Health and Welfare for a state review and resolution within 15 calendar days.  Thereafter, either agency, may take the dispute to the Office of Administrative Hearings for resolution.
The parties agree that during the pendency of any interagency dispute appropriate services will continue to be provided.




	SELPA
	LACDMH


FISCAL RESPONSIBILITIES
(34 CFR 300.154 (a) and (b))

	Unless otherwise provided for by State law, when LACDMH fails to provide services as written and approved in the student’s IEP, the SELPA/LEA shall assume the responsibility to provide such services.  The SELPA/LEA shall notify the LACDMH, Chief of Countywide Children’s Mental Health in writing that the SELPA/LEA will be providing the services and will seek reimbursement if LACDMH continues to fail to provide services.
In order to claim reimbursement from LACDMH, the SELPA/LEA shall submit an invoice for services to the LACDMH Chief of Countywide Children’s Mental Health.  If a conflict should arise over payment of the invoice, Dispute Resolution procedures shall be followed.

Reimbursement for claims pursuant to the above paragraph shall be invoiced by the SELPA/LEA.
	LACDMH agrees to assume the fiscal responsibility for providing mental health services as written and approved in the student’s IEP.
LACDMH also agrees to reimburse the SELPA/LEA for providing these services when LACDMH does not implement the services as prescribed in the IEP.  If a conflict should arise over payment of invoices, Dispute Resolution procedures shall be followed.


	SELPA
	LACDMH


IEP IMPLEMENTATION
(EC §§  56360-56369 and 2 CCR §§ 60030 and 60050)

	Shall assure provision of special education, related educational services, and other services as specified in the IEP as educational responsibilities to individuals with exceptional needs.

Shall make provisions for space, support staff and services at the school site when LACDMH services are rendered at a school site.

Shall recommend out-of-home placement of emotionally disturbed students in accordance with the educational and treatment goals on the IEP, and in compliance with the provisions of Education Code sections 56365-56366.

Shall identify and maintain a continuum of placement options.  These options may include:  public, and state certified nonpublic nonsectarian school programs, and residential facilities as listed in 2 CCR section 60025.

Shall identify a list of mental health, education, and community services that may serve as alternatives to a residential placement for a student with a disability who is emotionally disturbed.


	LACDMH shall assure provision of services to an individual with exceptional needs when mental health services are necessary for the student to benefit from special education as specified in the IEP.

Shall provide services at the school site, home, community, LACDMH clinic site, when feasible, but only when an appropriate space for delivery of services is available.

Shall recommend out-of-home placement of emotionally disturbed students in accordance with the educational and treatment goals on the individualized education program.
Shall identify and maintain a list of existing public and state-certified appropriate residential placements which may be used for placement by the expanded individualized education program team.

Shall identify a list of mental health, education, and community services that may serve as alternatives to a residential placement for a student with a disability who is emotionally disturbed.




	SELPA
	LACDMH


IEP IMPLEMENTATION
	Shall maintain a system for monitoring contracts with nonpublic, nonsectarian schools to ensure that services on the IEP are provided.

Shall not be required to place a student in a more restrictive setting if mental health services can be appropriately provided in a less restrictive setting.

Shall not contact any professionals contained on the resource list provided by LACDMH without first receiving approval to do so from Chief of Countywide Children’s Mental Health.

Shall notify LACDMH whenever a student receiving LACDMH mental health services moves out of the SELPA/LEA.

Shall notify LACDMH within 2 working days when it becomes aware that a student from another county has been placed by the courts, regional centers or other agencies for non educational reasons.

SELPA/LEA representatives shall only authorize educational services in the student’s IEPs.

Shall establish a link between the IEP and mental health services provided pursuant to Government Code 7570, et seq: the units of service and the cost per unit.

Shall match the student’s name, date of birth, district of residence, provider name, date of service, unit/minutes/mode, estimated cost per unit, and Service Function Code (SFC).


	Shall develop and maintain a resource list composed of qualified mental health professionals who conduct mental health assessments and provide mental health services.
Shall provide the SELPA/LEA with a copy of this list and monitor these contracts to assure that services as specified on the IEP are provided.
LACDMH representatives shall only authorize mental health services in the student’s IEP.

Shall establish a link between the IEP and mental health services provided pursuant to Government Code 7570, et seq: the units of service and the cost per unit.

Shall match the student’s name, date of birth, district of residence, provider name, date of service, unit/minutes/mode, estimated cost per unit, and Service Function Code (SFC).


	SELPA
	LACDMH


INDIVIDUAL PROTECTIONS AND DUE PROCESS

	Shall comply with the requirements of Education Code sections 56500-56509 and relevant federal requirements.

Shall release information according to Section 431 (c), Title V, California Administrative Code, which implements Education Code section 49060 and 34 CFR 300.560-573, including a provision ensuring rights of those individuals defined as a parent pursuant to 34 CFR 300.30 and the Education Code.


	Shall comply with the requirements of Education Code sections 56500-56509 and relevant federal requirements.  May be required to participate in a due process hearing in accordance with Section 56505 of the Education Code.

Shall only release educationally relevant confidential patient information with written parental consent in accordance with Section 5328 of the Welfare and Institutions Code or as otherwise authorized or required by law.




ADMINISTRATION AND MONITORING
	Shall designate staff to participate in training on contents and intent of this agreement and the laws and regulations governing LACDMH.

Shall recognize that educational services, as agreed upon and specified on IEP, shall be provided by an educational agency at no cost to parents.


	Shall designate staff to participate in training on contents and intent of this agreement and the laws and regulations governing the SELPA.
Shall recognize that mental health services, as agreed upon and specified on IEPs, shall be provided by LACDMH at no cost to parents.  This is not to be construed to eliminate the collection of revenues from all third party payers.




	SELPA
	LACDMH


The term of this Interagency Agreement between SELPA/LEA and LACDMH is effective  ______________________ and shall be reviewed every 3 years and revised as necessary to assure compliance with current state laws and regulations.  Either party may request a revision of the Interagency Agreement whenever it is determined that a revision is necessary.

SPECIAL EDUCATION LOCAL PLAN AREA
Dated:
______________________________

By:
______________________________

LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH

Dated:
______________________________

By:
______________________________
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